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It’s time 
for the 
12th Annual City 
Lights Awards, the 
City’s holiday display contest. The con-
test is open to all City residents and 
businesses. Nominations are being wel-
comed through midnight on Monday, 
November 30. 

Nominations can be made for lit or 
non-lit displays and can be for any wor-
thy display including your own. This 
contest is an opportunity to foster par-
ticipation in the holiday season and to 
recognize residents and businesses who 
beautify the City and promote commu-
nity with their holiday displays. Judging 
will take place after 5:00 p.m. on 
December 3 and 5, and the awards will 
be presented to the winners during the 
City Council meeting on Tuesday, 
December 15. 

You’ll find an easy-to-use online 
nomination form on the City’s website at 
www.stcharlescitymo.gov (just look for 
the holiday lights news release). Or if 
you prefer a paper nomination form, you 
can pick one up at City Hall, 200 N. 
Second Street (63301). For questions, 
please call the Community Development 
department at 636-949-3222. 

Growth Continues at University 
Commons: New Post Office Underway

In August, the City’s Community Development department issued a construction 
permit to SSM Health for the construction of a new U.S. Postal Service Office in the 
University Commons development across First Capitol Drive from Lindenwood 
University on 3.83 acres of land donated by the university.

“I am thrilled to see this action take 
place,” Mayor Faith said. “It is a clear indi-
cation the Fifth Street Post Office reloca-
tion project will become a reality. It further 
shows the partnership between the City, 
Lindenwood University, SSM, and DESCO 
Development is producing a great return 
for the taxpayers of the community.”

The new Post Office is a key component 
to the planned First Capitol/Fifth Street 
Hospital District. Once the new facility is 
completed, USPS employees will move to the new state-of-the-art building while SSM 
will take ownership of the old facility. This is part of an overall site improvement pro-
gram initiated by the healthcare leader and the City.

“University Commons has been a great addition to the City, county and region and 
will continue to benefit the area for years to come,” Faith added. “I commend the leader-
ship of SSM for their continued effort to improve the City and our region’s healthcare.”

Also at University Commons, construction has begun on Cedarhurst of St. Charles, 
a 99,560 sq. ft., 99 unit assisted living and memory care facility. Although senior living 
on and near university campuses is a proven concept with more than 50 such develop-
ments across the U.S., Cedarhurst of St. Charles will be the first in the St. Louis region. 
As such, Cedarhurst will provide unique benefits to its residents, Lindenwood students, 
alumni and staff, as well as the residents of the City and surrounding areas. This will 
include a lifelong learning program and access to University sporting and cultural events 
for Cedarhurst residents, and the creation of internships and other programs to educate 
Lindenwood students on issues relevant to the growing population of seniors, including 
caring for persons with memory loss issues like Alzheimer’s Disease.

Site preparation work has begun for our new Post Office, which will be located behind Schnucks 
in University Commons. SSM Health is building the new facility and will take ownership of the 
old Post Office at 112 S. Fifth Street after the move.

DESCO crews continue to develop land in 
University Commons. The newest booked ten-
ant is Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers. 



PUBLIC WORKS

What To Expect in the Next 90 Days

Percent Complete

50%

FIFTH ST.
CONSTRUCTION

UPDATE

The Fifth Street Gateway Project will see the substantial completion of 
the concrete work on the project. Curbs, sidewalks, mainline pavement, 
entrances, and bases for signal equipment will be 95% installed.

• The new signals at McDonough, First Capitol, and Boone’s Lick will 
be installed and operational.

• New sidewalk lights will be well on their way to being installed.

• All retaining walls will be completed and decorative fence installed.

• All new stairways and railings will be installed.

• All new water mains, including service connections and fire 
hydrants, will be installed and operational.

• All storm sewers will be installed.

• All existing power poles will be removed from the Fifth St corridor.

• Some landscaping, especially in the River Wall, will be planted.

Winter work is very weather dependent, but the expectations for the 
Fifth Street Gateway Project are as follows:

• All signal work, including pedestrian crossing equipment, lighting, 
video detection, and associated appurtenances will be completed 
and operational.

• All concrete work will be completed.

• All new sidewalk lights will be installed and operational.

• Most grading and backfilling work will be completed.

• All irrigation systems will be installed and functioning (but turned 
off during the cold weather).

• Depending on temperatures, asphalt overlays and striping may have 
started by now.

• Additional landscaping will be installed, again depending on 
temperatures.

• River Wall

• All Boone’s Lick Road pavement

• All cable and phone lines relocated underground

• All water main and storm sewer work

• All underground electric conduit installed

• All curb and gutter on the west side of Fifth Street

• All retaining walls on the west side of Fifth Street

What To Expect 1st Quarter 2016

Accomplishments To Date

p The massive improvements along Fifth 
Street are really becoming evident as the proj-
ect recently reached the halfway mark! The 
beautiful new River Wall (shown in the back-
ground) will make quite an impression as 
drivers enter the new Fifth Street corridor. 

p Looking south, most of the old utility poles 
that dotted the edges of Fifth Street are gone. 
All cable and phone lines have been 
relocated underground, and electrical 
conduit has been installed to make way for 
underground power lines. 

Looking north, new stone retaining walls on 
the west side of Fifth Street made way for 
beautiful wide sidewalks, new curb and 
gutter, and attractive new lighting. q
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Woodard & Curran Retained to Manage City 
Wastewater Treatment Facilities 

Woodard & Curran, Inc. began a ten year operations and maintenance contract to 
manage the City of Saint Charles wastewater treatment facilities on January 1, 2014. 
These facilities include two wastewater treatment plants, 23 pump stations and the 
New Town vacuum pump station. The wastewater collection system, consisting of 
more than 300 miles of gravity sanitary sewers and force mains, is maintained by the 
City’s Public Works Department. The wastewater facilities and collection system pro-
vide sanitary sewer service to 65,000 City residents, businesses and industrial users. 

Woodard & Curran, as part of its services, also administers the City’s Fats, Oils and 
Grease (FOG) reduction program for restaurants and other food service enterprises, 
along with the industrial pre-treatment monitoring program in the City. As part of the 
FOG program Woodard & Curran reviews permits issued to restaurants and other 
food service enterprises and conducts a yearly visit to each location to review grease 
trap cleaning records and verify that the restaurant grease trap is being properly main-
tained. Minimizing the amount of fats, oil, and grease entering the wastewater collec-
tion system can significantly reduce blockages in the collection system by eliminating 
grease buildup inside the sewers. The industrial pre-treatment monitoring program 
Woodard & Curran operates reviews the wastewater characteristics from local indus-
tries for compliance with municipal discharge requirements set by Federal and State 
agencies. 

“We’re very happy to be working with Woodard & Curran as our wastewater treat-
ment system operator,” said Jerry Hurlbert, St. Charles Director of Public Works. “We 
appreciate their professionalism and their willingness to go above and beyond the 
requirements of their contract for the benefit of our residents and businesses.”

In the first year and a half of operations by Woodard & Curran, the City’s wastewa-
ter system reported no safety incidents, the system was one hundred percent compliant 
with Federal and State regulations, and, at the end of the first year of operation, 
Woodard & Curran refunded $102,000 to the City as part of bringing its operations in 
under budget. 

Woodard & Curran Senior Area Manager Marc Thomas noted, “We are very enthu-
siastic about working with the City of Saint Charles’ Department of Public Works to 
ensure the best possible service to the residents of Saint Charles. Woodard & Curran 
believes this will prove to be a long and mutually beneficial partnership for all of us.”

PUBLIC WORKS

Water & Wastewater 
Rate Study

Public Works presented the findings 
for two reports, Saint Charles 
Wastewater Rate Study and Saint Charles 
Water Rate Study, to the Board of Public 
Works at the August 12 meeting. The 
presentation concluded a five-month 
study conducted by Burns and 
McDonnell in collaboration with the 
Public Works and Finance departments. 

As part of this work a detailed finan-
cial analysis assessing projected operat-
ing expenditures and capital improve-
ments, debt service obligations, and rev-
enues for both the Waterworks and 
Wastewater Systems was performed. The 
analysis indicated that revenues generat-
ed by the current 2015 rate structures 
were not adequate to meet projected cash 
obligations for either utility over a  
ten-year period. The studies recom-
mended a series of annual rate increases 
for a five-year period from January 1, 
2016 through December 31, 2020.

The Board of Public Works upon 
review of the study and its findings rec-
ommended the 2015 Water Rate be 
increased 5% effective January 1, 2016. 
The Board also 
recommended 
the 2015 
Wastewater 
Rate be 
increased by 
14% effective 
January 1, 
2016. 

The City 
Council will 
deliberate the 
proposed rate 
increases dur-
ing the 
November 10 
Council work session. The City Council 
is expected to approve water and waste-
water rates in December with the 
approved rates going into effect on 
January 1, 2016.

Copies of the two studies may be 
viewed by contacting the Public Works 
Department at 636-949-3237.

This aerial photo of the City’s Mississippi River Wastewater Treatment Plant was taken in 2013 as 
the massive facility was receiving much-needed additions and improvements. This is just one of 
the City’s treatment plants; a second, located on the Missouri River, was also renovated in 2013. 

The City Council 
is expected to 
approve 
increased water 
and wastewater 
rates in 
December with 
the approved 
rates going into 
effect on 
January 1, 2016.
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MANAGING WATER

Task Force to Study Stormwater Issues 
Online Survey Available Now to Gather Community Input 

Last year, the City initiated a Comprehensive Stormwater Study, which covered the 
Cole, Boschert and Crystal Spring watersheds, and it was completed in the spring of 
this year. Moving forward with these initial study results, Mayor Faith subsequently 
implemented a Stormwater Task Force, which currently meets on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month from 5-6 p.m. at City Hall.

In addition to the Mayor, the task force includes several members of City Council, 
along with select members from the Board of Public Works, two appointed citizen repre-
sentatives, and staff members from Administration and the Public Works department.

To date, the City has completed past stormwater management projects, including a 
flood-proofing project involving several homes in the southern reaches of Cole Creek. 
However, the comprehensive study now gives the new task force the necessary tools to 
prioritize projects based on project costs and damages prevented.

Beyond prioritizing stormwater projects, the task force is charged with:

• Recommending resources and funding for stormwater improvements,

• Recommending new stormwater policies, and

• Directing a program to educate the public on the importance of stormwater man-
agement and flood risk prevention.

“We hope residents will participate in an online survey, which started in October,” 
said Kevin Corwin, City Engineer, “as well as a citywide survey scheduled for distribu-
tion during the first quarter of 2016. These survey efforts will afford the City an 
opportunity to obtain feedback on a number of issues, including stormwater,” he said.

The online survey can be easily accessed from the home page of the City’s website at 
www.stcharlescitymo.gov. “Many thanks for taking the time to participate in the 
online option prior to December 1, as we’ll continue to provide feedback as we move 
forward,” Kevin added.

Councilmember Bridget Ohmes, Ward 10, underscored the importance of studying 
this issue now, and having the proper planning in place to determine next steps and 
the potential funding process. “It’s important for the City to stay ahead of the curve 
and have our ideas and strategies firmly in place and ready to go when the timing is 
right to move forward with this important initiative,” she said.

If you have questions or concerns about stormwater in the City, please contact the 
Department of Public Works at 636-949-3237.

What are the Consequences of 
Stormwater Flooding?

Our City sustains various damage from 
stormwater flooding including:

• Flooding of roadways, real estate/
property and homes

• Erosion – loss of usable yard, threat 
to homes and/or property

• Degraded water quality

• Siltation and sedimentation  
downstream

The City of St. Charles in tandem with 
our Stormwater Task Force seeks to 
provide comprehensive management of 
the stormwater drainage system to pro-
tect our community and environment. 

How Does Yard Waste Contribute 
to Stormwater Flooding?

Yard waste deposited on any street or 
sidewalk is prohibited within the City 
and is considered a nuisance (ordi-
nance §220.020.A7). Yard waste 
blocks the drainage system and kills 
stream bank vegetation, which can 
lead to localized flooding and more 
erosion. Leaves, grass clippings and 
other yard waste (depending on the 
type) should be composted, left on 
your lawn, or placed in acceptable con-
tainers for curbside pick-up.

Here are some more ways you can 
manage your yard waste while combat-
ting stormwater flooding:

• Clean Sweep – Sweep up yard 
debris from streets and sidewalks 
instead of letting it wash away. 
Leaves and grass clippings left on 
streets and sidewalks will enter our 
creeks.

• No Dumping – Never dump grass 
clippings and other yard waste into 
storm drains or near creek or stream 
banks.

• Skip the Bag – Let grass clippings 
drop to the lawn. Leaving grass clip-
pings on the lawn throughout spring, 
summer and fall is equivalent to one 
application of fertilizer.

• Bundle Up – Branches may be bun-
dled in four-foot lengths and left for 
curbside pick-up by Republic 
Services (call 636-255-6142 for 
more information).

• Make a Plan – Be smart with your 
lawn care. Even if you use a profes-
sional service, it’s still up to you to 
make sure they don’t contribute to 
the stormwater pollution problem. It’s 
always a good idea to talk it over, 
just to be sure.

What is Stormwater Runoff?

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, stormwater runoff is generated when 
precipitation from rain and melting snow flows over land or impervious surfaces and does not 
percolate into the ground.

Here in Missouri, it’s mostly about rain, and in some cases, lots of it! Impervious is a fancy word 
for a ground surface that is no longer able to soak in rain or runoff. When rainwater is falling on 
or flowing over impervious surfaces, there’s more of it–and the water moves faster. Therefore, it 
can pick up debris and pollutants along the way.

Even if your property is at the highest point of the City, it is your ground surface that contributes 
to properties in lower points of the City, especially those that experience flooding. We all share 
in the stormwater outcomes.
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New Public Works 
Campus Ready   

The new Public Works facility locat-
ed at 2871 Elmpoint Industrial Dr. is 
fast approaching 100% completion. 
The department will begin transition-
ing personnel and maintenance opera-
tions for street, storm and sanitary 
sewer, and water distribution systems 
to the new facility in early November. 
The transition is expected to be com-
pleted by early December. 

Recently added to the project was a 
new 7,158 sq. ft. (4,000 ton capacity) 
salt storage structure and a 1,732 sq. ft. 
addition to the administration build-
ing to house water distribution main-
tenance functions. The 8.0 acre site 
includes ample space for parking and 
storage of the department’s 150 vehi-
cles, trucks, buses, heavy equipment, 
and construction materials. The site’s 
master plan also includes space for 
future expansion. 

The facility was approved by voters 
in November 2012 via Proposition 1, 
which allocated $8.3 million in general 
obligation bonds for the project. 

GRAND OPENINGS

CVB Reopens, Hosts Open House
On Sept. 10, Mayor Faith was joined by City staff and dignitaries from throughout the 

City and County for a ribbon cutting and open house at the newly renovated and 
expanded office of the Greater Saint Charles Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) at 230 
S. Main. With the expansion, the CVB gained 1,200 sq. ft. of much-needed office and 
storage space. 

The CVB has 13 full- and part-time employees, six tour guides, and 40 volunteers. On 
the leisure travel side of their business, they assist an average of 2,500 walk-in and 850 
phone-in tourists each month. They coordinate the many details related to City festivals 
and events. And working in partnership with the MO Division of Tourism, they market 
the greater St. Charles area to prospective leisure travelers from all over the country. On 
the meetings side of business, the sales staff recruits and assists with corporate events 
and association meetings of all kinds including sporting contests and group (bus) tours. 

The CVB is open Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Sunday from Noon-5 p.m. Stop by the next time you’re on Main Street and check 
out their spacious and welcoming new lobby. 

The new facility’s exterior (top), interior 
(middle), and salt storage structure (bottom). 
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CIT Y PRESERVATION

Historic Lindenwood 
Neighborhood to Be Surveyed 
by Micki Beucke, Landmarks Board Member

Earlier this year the City was awarded a Historic Preservation Fund grant to survey 
the Lindenwood Neighborhood. The objectives of the survey are to document relative-
ly intact buildings over 50 years old, to identify all of the properties that appear to be 
individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and to deter-
mine boundaries for a potential historic district. 

The L-shaped survey area encompasses 93 properties. The three subdivisions in the 
survey area include Glosier’s Subdivision #1 and #2 and Lindenwood Heights, all 
established between 1902 and 1905. The survey area is bounded by Watson Street, 
Gamble Street, Sibley Street, Lindenwood Avenue, Elm Street and Kingshighway. The 
project must be completed by the Summer of 2016. 

In the future, the City can use the survey results to apply for a grant to nominate 
the area determined to be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places. Listing in 
the National Register is an honor and provides national recognition of the value of the 
history of St. Charles and its historic properties. Currently the City has numerous 
individual properties on the National Register and three listed districts: Main Street 
(officially listed as the St. Charles Historic District), Frenchtown Historic District and 
Midtown Neighborhood Historic District, which was listed in October 2014. The City 
has recently applied for a grant for the preparation of a nomination for the Commons 
Neighborhood Historic District. The surveys and grant applications are prepared by 
the Department of Community Development. 

If you have questions about the survey or the National Register program, please 
contact Brenda Rubach Thurmer, City Preservation Planner, at 636-949-3222.

In the coming year, this home at 1818 Watson Street will be surveyed along with 92 other neigh-
boring properties in the Lindenwood Neighborhood. The City has received a grant to explore 
whether the area is eligible to be named one of the City’s next historic districts. 

Landmarks Board Continues to Seek Nominations
The Historic Landmarks Board continues to accept nominations for Preservation 
Awards to be given in May 2016 during National Historic Preservation Month.  
For more information on making a nomination, contact Brenda Rubach Thurmer by 
phone at 636-949-3222 or by email at Brenda.Rubach@stcharlescitymo.gov.

depot renovations
One of the most well-known land-

marks in the City is the Katy Depot. 
Early this summer, the Parks 
Department performed needed reno-
vations to the historic structure, 
replacing and expanding the deck, 
replacing the cedar shake roof, and 
reconstructing the chimneys. 

Originally constructed in 1892, the 
Katy Depot was the center for activity, 
serving the travel, commerce, and 
communications need of a growing 
community. Important news and per-
sonal messages were received there by 
morse code until 1958. The last steam 
train came through in 1951 and the 
last passenger train in 1958. 

By 1975, to make way for Riverside 
Dr., the dilapidated depot was slated 
for demolition. Thankfully, members 
of the South Main Preservation 
Society rallied to save it and City offi-
cials devoted the needed funds. The 
fragile depot, weakened by floods and 
rot, was carefully moved from its orig-
inal location at the base of Tompkins 
St. to a new foundation just across the 
tracks in Frontier Park. And in 1978, 
the restored depot was rededicated. 

Today, our iconic Katy Depot con-
tinues to be a popular spot for family 
photos and other special events. It 
proudly represents the history of  
St. Charles and, thanks to these recent 
renovations, will continue to do so for 
generations to come. 
Information and photo provided by and more history 
available at www.rendezvousinstcharles.com.

1921

May 2015

August 2015
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The Fair Housing Policy of the City of St. Charles to assure equal 
opportunity to all persons, and is unlawful to discriminate 
against anyone based on race, color, creed, religion, ancestry or 
national original, familiar status, age, gender, and income 
assistance or handicap status. 

HOME PROGRAMS

Home Improvement  
Loan Program

This program provides low-interest or  
no-interest loans to low and moderate 
income City residents. Recipients must 
be owners and occupants of a single-
family or two-family dwelling. 

What is the Interest Rate?
The rate is 3% for ten years or 0% for a 
deferred payment loan. The no-interest 
loans are available to qualified home-
owners and are repayable when the prop-
erty ownership is transferred. 

What are the Requirements?
To qualify for the 0% loan, either: 1) 
household expenses (mortgage, real estate 
taxes, home insurance, utilities) are more 
than 30% of gross; or 2) income is at or 
below 50% of median family income.

What Repairs Are Covered?:

• General exterior maintenance

• Upgrading of faulty electrical/plumbing

• Replacement of faulty water heater, 
HVAC, roof, or windows/siding

• Insulation and weatherization

• Foundation repair/water proofing

• Adding handicapped accessibility

• Repair and replacement of deteriorat-
ed driveway and sidewalks

• Lead/mold/radon abatement and  
containment
Priority is given to repair housing conditions which represent an 
accessibility barrier and/or immediate hazard to the health and/or safety 
of the occupants or to the public. 

Homeownership Assistance 
Program

This program provides down payment 
assistance of up to $5,000 for qualified 
home buyers.

How Do I Apply?  
Prospective clients must meet the 80% or 
below of the area median income levels 
established by HUD and must complete 
a HUD-certified housing training pro-
gram.

How Much House Can I Afford?   
For a rough estimate, multiply your 
annual gross income by 2.5. Example: 
annual gross income of $30,000 x 2.5 = a 
$75,000 home  

What is the Monthly Payment for That?  
To estimate, divide the cost by $100, which 
in our example would be $750 per month. 

Why is there Required Training?
Buying your first home can be a intimi-
dating and complex process. The objec-
tive of the course is to give you valuable 
skills that will guide you through the 
home buying process. When you com-
plete this program you will have a good 
understanding of how to: budget for a 
home, repair credit (if needed), negotiate 
mortgage terms, select a real estate agent, 
and find the right home. You’ll also learn 
about the closing process and the impor-
tance of maintaining a home.

The Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program, a program of 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, provides communi-
ties with resources to revitalize neigh-
borhoods, expand affordable housing 
and economic opportunities, and/or 
improve community facilities and servic-
es, principally to benefit low- and mod-
erate-income persons. 

Under the CDBG, the City of St. 
Charles runs several programs. The 
Home Improvement Loan Program 
provides low or no interest loans to eligi-
ble residents to make repairs and 
improvements to owner-occupied prop-
erty. The Homeownership Assistance 
Program provides down payment assis-
tance of up to $5,000 for qualified first-
time home buyers.

To be eligible for either of these pro-
grams, the combined, total gross income 
of all persons living in the household 
must be under the following thresholds:

1 person household ................ $39,400
2 person household ................ $45,000
3 person household ................ $50,650
4 person household ................ $56,250
5 person household ................ $60,750
6 person household ................ $65,250

For questions or more information on 
either of these programs, call Anita 
Telkamp, the City’s CDBG administra-
tor, at 636-949-3224.

Updated Accessibility Guide
In the coming weeks, the City will publish the second edition of its Accessibility Guide 

for people of diverse abilities. Within the guide you will find accessible resources, City ser-
vices, dining, lodging, entertainment and transportation options.

The guide is the work and passion of the Citizens With Disabilities Advisory Board 
(CWDAB). First published in 2008, this updated edition was a collaborative effort of 
Lindenwood University students, Delta Center for Independent Living, Paraquad St. 
Louis, the Fair Housing Commission, Senior Citizens Advisory Commission, and the 
Human Relations Commission. The guide will be free to the public and will also be 
available on the City’s website at www.stcharlescitymo.gov. To learn more or to request a 
copy, call Anita Telkamp, CWDAB liaison, at 636-949-3224.

Programs Assist Residents with Maintenance, Ownership
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City Media Channel Celebrates 35th
In 1979, the City granted a Cable TV services franchise, which included a req1uire-

ment to provide a channel on the cable system for the City to use in providing pro-
gramming to subscribers highlighting activities happening in St. Charles. Initial steps 
were taken in 1980 to activate the channel using equipment provided by the cable 
operator, First Capitol Cablevision. Towards the end of 1980, the City purchased a bul-
letin board text display computer system for use in providing updates when meetings 
were not being aired.

According to long-time staff member, Paul Butts, the City hired its first full-time 
employee in 1981 to manage the channel’s production and related programming oper-

ations. “Programming included some ten 
hours per week of meetings,” he said, 
“both live coverage along with one video-
tape replay.” By 1983, programming time 
was increased to approximately 20 hours 
per week through the addition of City 
Council Committee meetings and more 
replays, he added. Butts indicated by the 
mid-1980s the City Cable Office began 
making talk shows and other local pro-
grams, and on-air time increased to about 
35 hours per week. 

Between 1983 and 2001 additional staff 
members were added to increase the 
amount of programs being produced. The 
City also began publication of a citywide 
newsletter to further enhance information 
flow to residents, and special events were 
telecast, in some instances, live from 

those events. The most important change to the operation was when the City acquired 
its first video replay server to replace playing programming manually from videotapes. 
The server allowed the City to achieve 24/7/365 programming operations (which the 
City still has in play today).

Presently the Media Department has expanded its scope of services to include 
streaming and on-demand video via the City’s website, social media platforms, includ-
ing: Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, and more recently a weekly eNewsletter distrib-
uted to residents and business owners. “We are still heavily involved in video produc-
tion, and strive to create new content with shows like Coffee with the Mayor, Discover 
St. Charles, and Riverside Sports,” said Jessica Rasch, Media Producer, “as well as pro-
ducing local favorites such as City Talk, St. Charles Profiles, and, of course, an all-time 
warm and fuzzy titled The Pet Shop.”

“Even though the future of the department has yet to be written, we are enamored 
with new technology and new ways to reach our residents and business owners,” said 
Jim Dreyer, Media Producer. “Social media, video production, and even the ways in 
which we communicate have changed so rapidly over the years,” he added.

“So much so, it is exciting to look at new ways to help individuals connect and 
engage with their local government,” Jessica concluded. “All I can say for sure about 
the future of the Media Department, is we will not be left behind. Our constituents 
can count on us for continued innovation going forward.”

Connect with the Media Department online at www.stcharlescitymo.gov and view 
the Media Channel or check in with the City’s various Social Media sites. Or for more 
information call 636-949-3288.

MAJOR MILESTONES

Members of the Media team are (l to r): Jim 
Pruett, Asst. Media Producer; Ellen Gordon, 
Administrative Asst.; Jessica Rasch, Media 
Producer; Carol Felzien, Director of 
Communication; Lani D’Angelo, Scheduling 
Asst.; Jim Dreyer, Media Producer; and Paul 
Butts, Asst. Media Producer.

Elm Street Plant 
Celebrates 50th 

In June, the City’s Elm Point 
Water Treatment Plant located at 
Elm Point Road and West Elm 
Street celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary. Many thanks to John 
Buehrle, former Water Systems 
Manager, who brought this mile-
stone to light. 

The Water Division produces 
and distributes drinking water. The 
City’s water treatment plant pro-
duces about 40% of our drinking 
water needs. A pump station locat-
ed in Heritage Landing subdivision 
provides us with water produced 
by the City of St. Louis–approxi-
mately 60% of St. Charles’ drinking 
water. The Water Division maintains 
and repairs the City’s water mains, 
reads water meters and maintains 
the treatment plant, pumping sta-
tions and water tanks. 

To learn more about the Water 
Division and view an archive of 
water quality reports, go to www.
stcharlescitymo.gov/179/Public-
Works.

The program from June 6, 1965, when the 
Board of Public Works officially dedicated 
the Elm Point Treatment Plant – and a 
current aerial view of the facility today.
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Evans Named Interim Director 
of Administration

On August 21, Mayor Faith named Bruce Evans, the 
City’s director of Community Development, to also serve as 
the interim director of Administration. This appointment 
filled the vacancy left by former director of Administration 
Michael Spurgeon who accepted a new position in 
Oklahoma. 

“I am deeply honored to be selected by Mayor Faith for this appointment as interim 
director of Administration,” said Evans. “The opportunity to serve the Mayor, the City 
Council and the residents and business owners of St. Charles in a new role, though 
unexpected, is something I look forward to and sincerely appreciate. I am anxious to 
use my experience as director of Community Development in a new capacity and help 
make St. Charles an even greater City than it already is today,” he said. 

Evans started with the City of St. Charles as a Special Projects Manager in March 1996, 
and was promoted to Planning Manager before being appointed the Director of 
Community Development in May 2006. Prior to his service with the City, he spent 18 years 
working in planning and development for St. Charles County. A St. Charles resident, Evans 
is a member of the American Planning Association (APA), and served as president of the 
Missouri chapter of the APA from 2001-2002.

Mayor Faith stated that the City looks at organizational changes such as these as an 
opportunity to determine what’s best for the future of day-to-day operations in St. Charles.

 

Jarvis Joins City Staff as 
Director of Finance

Mayor Faith has named Gina Jarvis to serve as Finance 
Director. Jarvis fills a previously established position on 
the City’s leadership team; her appointment with the 
Finance Department was effective October 12, 2015.

“I am extremely pleased Gina has agreed to join our 
staff,” said Mayor Faith. “Given her previous professional 

background at the helm of the finance division in Brentwood, Gina is a detail-oriented 
CPA with broad experience in all aspects of accounting and financial management. 
Her expertise in auditing, budgeting and financial reporting covers the government 
sector as well as the non-profit and private sectors,” she said. 

As a long-time financial manager with some 25 years of experience, Jarvis has 
served as finance director for the City of Brentwood since January 2012. She previously 
served in a variety of financial leadership roles, including the following government 
entities: the City of Renton, WA, the City of Puyallup, WA and the Missouri State 
Auditor’s office in Jefferson City.

Jarvis obtained a bachelor of arts in accounting and business administration from 
Drury University in Springfield, MO and has her Certified Public Accountant licen-
sure in the state of Missouri and previously in the state of Washington. She’s a member 
of the Government Finance Officers Association of Missouri (GFOA-MO). She former-
ly served as Vice President and Treasurer of the Puget Sound Finance Officers 
Association (PSFOA). She’s a member of the national Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA), and previously the Washington Finance Officers Association 
(WFOA) where she was designated as Professional Finance Officer (PFO), board mem-
ber and the organization’s 50th anniversary conference chair.

SCNPP 
Continues To 
Make a 
Difference 

The St. Charles Neighborhood 
Preservation Partnership (SCNPP) is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation that 
was formed by City employees to assist 
the citizens of St. Charles with 
property maintenance, accessible home 
modifications, and quality of life 
issues. The goal is to keep our City a 
clean, safe and desirable place to live, 
work and visit. 

Residents who need assistance, cor-
porate sponsors, or those interested in 
volunteering may call 636-949-3224 for 
more information. 

WHAT’S NEW

This recent St. Charles Neighborhood 
Preservation Partnership project took place 
in the Briarcliff subdivision where City 
employees and Boeing volunteers worked 
together to build a wheel chair ramp for a 
homeowner in need. 
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Free Fall Yard Waste Pick-Up 
Scheduled for Mid-November 

The City and Republic Services will provide a free fall yard 
waste pick-up for residents the week of November 16-20. Your free 

pick-up day will be the same as your regularly scheduled yard waste 
pick-up day. 

This free pick-up is for yard waste only, including grass clip-
pings, tree limbs and branches. Limbs and branches must be less 
than six inches in diameter and are required to be bundled with 

twine (not wire). Bundles must not be larger than four feet in length, 
24 inches in diameter, and 75 pounds in weight. For questions, call 

Jeri at 636-255-6142.

NEWS BRIEFS

Discussion Continues on 
Future of Aquatic Facilities
In March 2014, the Parks and Recreation 
Board began the process of working with 
consultants to create a comprehensive 
plan to address aging aquatic facilities at 
Blanchette, McNair and Wapelhorst 
Parks. The consultants’ final presenta-
tion was given on March 10, 2015. City 
officials continue to discuss options for 
the future of St. Charles aquatics, and 
input from citizens continues to be very 
important. We invite you to share your 
thoughts by emailing info@
stcharlesparks.com or calling 636-949-
3372. To view the Citywide Aquatics 
Facilities Master Plan, visit the Parks 
website at www.stcharlesparks.com. 

Free 2016 City Calendar 
Coming Your Way Soon
The annual City of St. Charles calendar, 
produced in cooperation with Republic 
Services, the City’s waste hauler, will 
arrive to your mailbox in December. 
Each household and business will receive 
one complimentary copy. The calendar 
features wonderful photos taken 
throughout the City as well as important 
dates and events. 

Sign Up Online to Receive 
Weekly Updates
Enjoy all the information you get here in 
City News? Want to get news like this 
more often? Sign up to receive City 
eNews, a weekly email newsletter that 
includes the latest and greatest news plus 
information on all the fun things hap-
pening around town! You can join the 
City eNews mailing list online at www.
stcharlescitymo.gov/470/City-
Newsletters. It takes just a minute to 
enter your name and email address. Sign 
up today and help us spread the word!

Like Us on Facebook
We are happy to announce that the City 
of St. Charles’ profile on Facebook is 
now public. If you enjoy using social 
media to keep up with City news and 
events, like us at www.facebook.com/
stcharlescity. 

Free Pick-Up

November
16-20

Donations Needed for Annual Coat Drive 
City staff are already in full swing with their Annual Coat Drive. Per the usual, this 

holiday initiative will once again support the Helping Hands for the Holidays event 
held at the St. Charles Convention Center in December. 

If you’d like to donate new and gently used coats, gloves, hats, scarves or blankets, 
please drop them off in the lobby of City Hall, located at 200 North Second Street. 
“We’re also collecting personal care items for distribution to event attendees,” said 
Don Rothermich, Community Relations Liaison. “The deadline for donations is 
Thursday, December 10,” he said. 

Thanks to donors and partners, during last year’s event the 
Convention Center:

• Served over 1,400 meals
• Administered 100+ flu shots
• Gave away over 500 winter coats
• Gave away over 400 books donated by the St. Charles 

City-County Library
• Gave away over 500 bags of personal care items

We appreciate everyone’s generosity and assistance for ensuring our neighbors stay 
toasty warm this winter! For more information, call Don at 636-949-3262.

Meals on Wheels Continues to Receive 
Donations via Water Bills

As of September 29, the City had received one-time donations to the Meals on 
Wheels Program totaling $12,185.03 and another 428 residents had signed up via their 
water bills to generate another combined annual contribution of $10,020. 

“That’s a total of $22,205.03,” said Councilmember Jerry Reese, Ward 6. “We are so 
very appreciative of everyone’s generosity to ensure our homebound residents continue 
receiving hot meals on a daily basis, Monday through Friday. Your contributions are 
making a significant impact in our community,” he said. 

Residents continue to have an opportunity to make a voluntary donation via their 
City utility bills. For more information on the Meals on Wheels program, call the St. 
Charles Senior Center at 636-949-0658. For more information on the voluntary contri-
bution program, call the Finance Department at 636-949-3212.

10  |  CITY NEWS



PARKS DEPARTMENT

StCharlesParksStCharlesMOPark

StCharlesMOParksRecwww StCharlesParks.com

Events
NEW! Play Date: Cowboys and 
Cowgirls (ages 4-8) 

Put on your hat and cowboy boots and 
giddy up on over for what is guaranteed 
to be a rootin’ tootin’ good time! All cow-
boys and cowgirls will participate in fun 
games, crafts and more!
DATE: Sunday, November 15
TIME:  1:00P-3:00P
PLACE:  Webster Park  
 Community Building
COST:  $12 per child
 

Breakfast With Santa (ages 3 and up) 

Santa Claus is coming to town! Enjoy a 
delicious hot breakfast and festive 
Christmas crafts before meeting Santa 
Claus! Each child will pose for pictures, 
so don’t forget your cameras!
DATE: Saturday, December 12
TIME:  9:00A
PLACE:  Memorial Hall  
 in Blanchette Park
COST:  $10 per person
 

Santa's Little Helpers (ages 5-14) 

Have your little helpers join us for a day 
of Christmas crafts, games and movies! 
We will provide a day of fun Christmas 
activities, along with a pizza lunch and 
holiday snacks. Program is designed to 
give parents the opportunity to shop, 
wrap, bake or get some rest and relax-
ation before Santa comes to town!
DATE:  Saturday, December 12
TIME:  10:00A-3:00P
PLACE:  Memorial Hall  
 in Blanchette Park
COST:  $20 per child  
 ($15 if registered for   
 Breakfast with Santa) 

Employment
Winter Job Fair

Bring your friends to learn about the 
exciting job opportunities that are avail-
able with the City of St. Charles Parks 
and Recreation Department next spring 
and summer! You’ll learn about the fol-
lowing positions: concession stand work-
ers, beverage servers (ages 21 and 
older), lifeguards, swim instructors, youth 
sports instructors, day camp counselors, 
adult softball umpires, adult sports refer-
ees, and parks maintenance staff (ages 
18 and older). Applications will be accept-
ed at this job fair event, and you must be 
age 16 or older by your start date. 
DATE: Friday, January 8, 2016
TIME:  3:00P-5:00P
PLACE: Memorial Hall Auditorium 
 in Blanchette Park 

Fitness
Adult Fitness Programs

Get active and fit with your Parks 
Department! If you prefer small-
er class sizes than the typical 
gym, then our programs are 
for you. Our limited class 
size allows for our instruc-
tors to focus on the individ-
uals and guarantee you a 
great workout. 
Go to www.stcharlesparks.
com to learn about the 
following fitness 
programs:

Zumba®, 
Zumba® Toning, 
Pilates- Yoga 
(PiYo), Tai Chi, 
Jazz Fitness, 
and our very 
own Parks 
Department 
Walking Club. 

{ live in your world }

TRAVEL IN OURS!

Shopaholics Holiday Getaway 

Join us December 3-4, 2015 as we 
make our way to Chicago, Illinois for 
some serious Christmas shopping! 
Gather your girlfriends or family 
members for this fun-filled overnight 
getaway. Chicago offers a wonderful 
variety of shopping destinations. We’ll 
hit The Magnificent Mile, Macy’s 
State Street, Woodfield Mall, and 
IKEA. The cost of this trip is $300 per 
person (double occupancy) and 
includes transportation, lodging, and 
two dinners. Call 636-949-3372 today 
to see if space is still available!  

Scuba FL Training-Travel Trip 

We have teamed up with Midwest 
Scuba to bring you this diver certifica-
tion training and travel package! The 
integrated course will give you the 
necessary skills to safely conduct 
open water dives. Classroom and 
pool training will be held in the St. 
Louis area January 16 and 30, 2016. 

Then, for the big 
finish, you will 
travel to Florida 
by motorcoach 
February 11-15, 
2016, for the certi-

fication dives in 
three separate 
freshwater 
springs. The cost 
of this package 
is $1,350 per 
diver (double 
occupancy) and 
includes all train-

ing, transporta-
tion, lodging, 
meals, dive fees, 
and use of mask, 
fins, snorkel, reg-

ulator, BCD, wet 
suit, aluminum 

tank, weight belt and 
weights. A $200 non-

refundable deposit is due at 
the time of registration.  

To learn more about these and other 
trips, visit www.stcharlesparks.com.
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AROUND TOWN

NOVEMBER

11......................Veterans Day Program | St. Charles County Courthouse | 1:30pm
27-30 ................Christmas Traditions Festival | Saturdays, Sundays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays | Santas and Legends of Christmas from around the world, 
carolers, chestnut roasting, late-night shopping and more |  
www.stcharleschristmas.com 

DECEMBER 

1-24 ..................Christmas Traditions Festival | Saturdays, Sundays, Wednesdays & 
Fridays | Santas and Legends of Christmas from around the world, 
carolers, chestnut roasting, late-night shopping and more |  
www.stcharleschristmas.com 

12......................Santa’s North Pole Dash | Greater St. Charles County Chamber’s 
Annual 5K Run and 1-Mile Fun Walk | www.santasnorthpoledash.com

15......................Free St. Charles Municipal Band Holiday Concert | J. Scheidegger 
Center for the Arts | 7:00pm | www.stcharlesband.com

18......................Holiday Concert at the Foundry Art Centre featuring the Sentimental 
Journey Dance Band | 7:00-10:00pm | www.foundryartcentre.org  

EARLY 2016 

January 30 ........Fete de Glace Festival of Ice | 100-200 blocks of N. Main | Watch  
artists bring the art of ice carving to life

Feb. 19-21 ........Working Women’s Survival Show | Saint Charles Convention Center
March 3-6 .........Great Lakes Valley Men’s and Women’s Conference Championship 

Basketball Tournament | The Family Arena 

discoverstc discoverstcdiscoverstcwww HistoricStCharles.com discoverstc
Insta

UPCOMING EVENTS

Shop Early, Win Big
Buck Shops Promotion Returns 

Last year’s wildly successful inaugural Buck Shops Saint Charles promotion has 
returned for a second year of shopping fun! When you shop participating Buck 
Shops partners November 1-23, you’ll be eligible to win great prizes...from 
vacations to stay-cations to electronic fun. Just spend $25 or more at any 
participating Buck Shops merchant and you’ll receive one raffle ticket. Or just 
visit the business anytime during the promotion period and ask for a ticket. 

Every time you shop, dine, or enjoy entertainment locally, you generate sales 
tax dollars that support our community. Shopping locally makes everyone a winner! 

Prize winners will be drawn and announced on Friday, November 27 after the 
Official Saint Charles City Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in Berthold Square at 
5:00 p.m. For a list of participating merchants, prizes, and contest rules, go to  
www.historicstcharles.com/things-to-do/the-buck-shops-saint-charles/. 

For more information on these and other events, visit our website or follow us on social media.  
As a reminder, animals are prohibited in Frontier Park during not-pet events (service animals permitted).  
Events listed are subject to change.
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Saint Charles Christmas
Traditions Festival Hours

Opening Day – November 27  11am-9pm
Wednesdays & Fridays 6:30pm-9pm

Saturdays 11am-9pm   //  Sundays 12-5pm
Christmas Eve – December 24  11am-2pm

Candlelight Reading of
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
Wednesdays – 7 to 8:30pm (every 15 minutes)
Missouri First State Capitol (200 South Main)
 
Evening Processionals
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturdays – 8:45pm
 
Saint Nicholas Day Celebration
December 6 – 4pm
North Main Colonnade
 
Santa Lucia Day Celebration
December 13 – 4pm
North Main Colonnade
 
Meet the Reindeer Flight Instructor 
and her Live Reindeer Pals
December 19 & 20 – 3 to 5pm
Historic Missouri First State Capitol
 
Closing Ceremony & Send Off
December 24 – 1:30pm

Opening Ceremony
November 27 – 11am
Kister Park Gazebo (400 block of South Main)
 
                      Official Tree Lighting Ceremony &
                      Prize Drawing
                            November 27 – 5pm
Berthold Square (Corner of South Main and First Capitol)
 
Photos with Santa
Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays
Santa’s Cottage at the Depot in Frontier Park
 
Santa Parade
Saturdays & Sundays – 1:30pm
 
Krampusnachts in Saint Charles
Wednesdays – 7 to 8:30pm
North Main Street
 
Master of Revels Marshmallow Roast
Fridays – 7 to 8:30pm
Berthold Square (Corner of South Main and First Capitol)

November 27 to December 24, 2015

Opening Ceremony
November 27 – 11am
Kister Park Gazebo (400 block of South Main)

                      Official Tree Lighting Ceremony &
                      Prize Drawing
                            November 27 – 5pm
Berthold Square (Corner of South Main and First Capitol)

Photos with Santa
Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays
Santa’s Cottage at the Depot in Frontier Park

Santa Parade
Saturdays & Sundays – 1:30pm

Krampusnachts in Saint Charles
Wednesdays – 7 to 8:30pm
North Main Street

Master of Revels Marshmallow Roast
Fridays – 7 to 8:30pm
Berthold Square (Corner of South Main and First Capitol)

November 27 to December 24, 2015

                      Official Tree Lighting Ceremony &THE

SAINT CHARLES



FROM THE MAYOR

Full Steam Ahead into the Holidays
 It’s beginning to look a lot like...Christmas Traditions! At the first sign of a chill in 

the air, I don’t know about you but I begin to think about Christmas Traditions and 
the year-end holidays. I can assure you the good folks in our tourism division have had 
the 41st anniversary of our year-end festival top of mind a great deal longer, as the 
2015 festival guide is already hot off the press, and the CVB website contains a host of 
online information highlighting upcoming events and activities, which begin on 
Friday, November 27 (www.historicstcharles.com).

 Leading up to the holidays, we’ll begin the month of November with the 2nd annu-
al offering of The Buck Shops St. Charles (refer to Page 12 for details). Once again 
you’ll see a host of merchants participating in this shop local tradition, and I hope 
you’ll take a moment to participate in the campaign and frequent our local businesses. 
For while you’re at it – as you begin to check everyone off your shopping list – you 
could, quite possibly, win big!

 As we close out the fourth quarter, it’s time once again to produce another City cal-
endar, and you’ll be happy to know the 2016 model is just about ready for the printer. 
Copies will be mailed to each household citywide before the end of the year, and will 
highlight some choice photography featuring St. Charles.

 On Page 9, you’ll see we’re announcing new leadership changes, and I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank Bruce Evans for assuming the interim role as Director of 
Administration earlier this fall. I’d also like to send out well wishes to Michael 
Spurgeon, as he’s been an asset to the leadership team here in St. Charles for the past 
eight years, and I know he’ll continue to do the same in his home state of Oklahoma.

 Welcome aboard to Gina Jarvis, who joined us in October as our new Director of 
Finance. Given her previous professional background at the helm of the finance division 
in Brentwood, Gina is a detail-oriented CPA with broad experience in all aspects of 
accounting and financial management. Her expertise in auditing, budgeting and finan-
cial reporting covers the government sector as well as the non-profit and private sectors.

 On Page 2, our Public Works staff members have provided a handy round up of the 
Fifth Street Gateway project, including what’s been accomplished to date, what you 
can expect to see happen between now and the end of the year, and also looking ahead 
to the first quarter of next year. It’s exciting to report we recently passed the half-way 
mark on this pivotal enhancement project, and come next June our City’s entrance off 
the I-70 corridor will be complete with a grand, well-deserved facelift. Stay tuned for 
further details as you’ll begin to see decorative updates, including lighting, benches, 
plantings and wayfinding signage.

 Many thanks to our Stormwater Task Force, which as identified on Page 4 is busy 
meeting on a bi-weekly basis to discuss next steps for prioritizing stormwater projects 
and making recommendations related to resources, funding and policies. In fact, I 
hope you’ll take a moment between now and December 1 to participate in an online 
survey in order to provide valuable feedback (visit www.stcharlescitymo.gov for link).

 In 2016, we’ll also initiate a citywide survey, which will address a number of issues, 
including stormwater. This initiative will be perfectly timed, as the five-year review of 
the City’s strategic plan was completed this fall and goes to the City Council for final 
approval in December. I so appreciate the volunteer efforts of everyone involved in this 
initiative to retool our plan originally written in 2009 to guide the future plans and 
objectives of City leaders.

If you’ve been following recent news coverage regarding the West Lake Landfill in 
Bridgeton, I wanted to assure you we’ve been doing the same. In fact, I thought you’d 
be interested to know our Fire Chief Mike Myers has been attending joint emergency 
management meetings with St. Louis and St. Charles Counties. What we’d like our 

residents, business owners and visitors to 
understand, is our staff members spend 
a great deal of time planning for disas-
ters, which we hope will never happen. 
But regardless of the probability of a 
potential emergency, we still have to be 
prepared. And, you can also count on us 
to keep you informed. 

I’m happy to announce we’ll host our 
holiday coat drive again this year in con-
junction with the Helping Hands for the 
Holidays event held at the St. Charles 
Convention Center in December.  
If you’d like to donate new and gently 
used coats, gloves, hats, scarves or blan-
kets, please drop them off in the lobby of 
City Hall, located at 200 N. Second 
Street. We appreciate your generosity 
and assistance on behalf of our friends 
and neighbors in need.

 I hope to see you on Main Street at 
some point during the Christmas 
Traditions festival. As mentioned previ-
ously, the event kicks off the day after 
Thanksgiving and runs through the 
afternoon of Christmas Eve. You won’t 
want to miss this year for sure, as we 
have some new Main Street lighting in 
store, and I have a feeling the twinkling 
lights will put even the most “bah-hum-
bug” scrooge in the yuletide spirit!

 Best wishes to you and yours this hol-
iday season.

Sincerely, 
 
 
Sally A. Faith 
Mayor
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COUNCIL DIRECTORY

WARD 1

Mary Ann Ohms 
President of the Council
636-724-7422 
MaryAnn.Ohms@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 6

Jerry E. Reese
636-949-0100
Jerry.Reese@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 5

John Hanneke
Vice President of the Council
636-949-5208
John.Hanneke@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 10

Bridget Ohmes
636-947-3526
Bridget.Ohmes@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 4

Mary West
636-925-3877
Mary.West@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 9

Ron Stivison
636-946-4030
Ronald.Stivison@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 3

Laurie Feldman
636-946-4749
Laura.Feldman@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 8

Rod Herrmann
636-946-9670
Rod.Herrmann@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 2

Tom Besselman 
314-406-4844 
Tom.Besselman@stcharlescitymo.gov

WARD 7

Dave Beckering
636-949-2027
David.Beckering@stcharlescitymo.gov
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